Josephine C. Piracci
August 6, 1947 - January 1, 2018

Josephine C. Piracci, 70, of Saratoga Springs passed away peacefully at home,
surrounded by her loving family on January 1, 2018, after her courageous battle with
metastatic breast cancer.
Jo was born on August 6, 1947 in Rockville Centre, New York. She was the daughter of
the late Frank C. Lauer and Janet O’Brien Lauer. She grew up on Long Island, New York
with her parents and three sisters, and graduated from Commack High School, where she
met her future husband, Ronald Piracci. Jo attended Immaculata Collage in Immaculata,
Pennsylvania, graduating in 1969 with a Bachelor of Science degree in Education.
On August 9, 1969 Josephine was married to Ronald, her loving husband of over 48
years. She was a Home Economics teacher at Watervliet High School for six years, before
taking time off to start her family. In 1974 she graduated from the State University at
Albany with her Masters in Library Science. After the birth of her son Vincent, she began
her career as a librarian taking a part time children’s librarian position at the Clifton Park
Free Library in 1976. She was named Director of the library in 1985 and oversaw a period
of substantial growth including the expansion of the original building, the creation of the
special Library tax district and finally the approval, design and construction of the current
Clifton Park-Halfmoon Public Library Building, completed in 2006. Jo retired from the
Library in March 2008.
While being Director of the Library was a crowning point in her professional career, her
greatest joy came from spending time with her family, many friends and especially her
grandchildren. She thoroughly enjoyed going to art museums and ballet performances
with her daughter; loved having long telephone conversations with her son on everything
from sports, music, politics and literature; luxuriated in traveling the world with her
husband; loved spending time in the company of friends eating, drinking tea, going to the
movies, or just discussing the current political or personal events that were taking place in
their lives. She was honored to have the ability to dote on her beautiful granddaughters,
spending much valuable time conjuring up new craft ideas together, reading aloud,
laughing, hugging, cooking, and sipping tea with pinkies extended.

Josephine is survived by her husband, Ronald Piracci of Saratoga Springs, New York; her
son Vincent C. Piracci and his wife Allison(Borden), and their two daughters Sophia and
Olivia of Niskayuna, New York; her daughter Leah N. Piracci of Gray, Maine; her three
sisters: Janet (Richard) Micieli of Smithfield, Rhode Island, Virginia Lawler of Rio Rancho,
New Mexico, and Mary Lauer of Ocoee, Florida; as well as two brothers in law, two sisters
in law, and many cousins, nieces and nephews who will all miss her dearly.
A Celebration of Life ceremony will be held on Wednesday, February 14, 2018 from 2:00
pm to 4:00 pm, at the Clifton Park-Halfmoon Public Library, 475 Moe Road, Clifton Park,
NY 12065.
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations can be made in Josephine’s name to the Clifton
Park-Halfmoon Public Library, 475 Moe Road, Clifton Park, NY 12065.
Funeral Arrangements are entrusted to the Tunison Funeral Home 105 Lake Ave.
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866. Online remembrances can be made at http://www.tunisonfu
neralhome.com.

