Peter S Glassman
November 1, 1956 - January 13, 2016

Round Lake, NY
The world became a sadder place for those whose lives were touched by Peter Stuart
Glassman. Peter, 59, of Round Lake, NY, passed out of his physical body on Wednesday,
January 13th, peacefully at home, with family by his side.
Peter was born on November 1, 1956 to Arnold and Anita Glassman. Raised in Saratoga
Springs, his early years were enriched by the city’s offerings including the East Side Rec,
the YMCA, Caffe Lena and the Saratoga Performing Arts Center--cultivating his lifelong
love of athletics and music. He was an avid tennis and basketball player, animal lover,
enjoyed reading and cycling, and found bliss on the beautiful beaches of St. John, VI and
Plum Island, Massachusetts.
A graduate of Cornell University and Howard University where he obtained his law degree,
Peter was dedicated to causes of social justice throughout his life, and directed his career
to working for organizations which upheld his ideals. His kind and gentle temperament
aligned naturally with his passion for helping others in resolving conflict and promoting
dialogue. This recognition of purpose as a peacemaker led him to the work of mediation,
civil engagement and facilitation.
He served for fourteen years as Executive Director of Mediation Matters and then brought
his talents to the New York State Dispute Resolution Association. He taught Mediation and
Conflict Resolution at Siena College, Skidmore College, and the Albany Law School
where he brought to fruition a Mediation Clinic. He trained and inspired hundreds of
mediators across the state, who were touched by his gifts of mentoring, integrity, and
wisdom--and graced by his amazing sense of humor.
Peter leaves behind in mourning, his beloved wife of 33 years, Elyn Zimmerman,
cherished children Morgan and Zena Zimmerglass, mother Anita Glassman, and siblings
and spouses Darshan Singh and Darshan Kaur Khalsa, Eva and Lee Nagel, and Jaganath
and Jaga Glassman. He was adored by a bevy of nieces and nephews, colleagues, sports
buddies and friends. The family extends gratitude to those who showed up in so many
ways to support Peter during his illness, demonstrating how much he was loved and
reminding us how much love exists in this world. We thank Peter for bringing so much
laughter, joy and peace to our lives.

A memorial service will be planned at a future date. Donations may be made to education
and training funds which will be named in Peter’s honor by Mediation Matters, 10 N.
Russell Road, 2nd floor, Albany, NY 12206, and by the New York State Dispute Resolution
Association, 4 Pine West Plaza, Suite 411, Albany, NY 12205 (both are non-profit
organizations).

Comments

“

Peter was among those mentioned when the Mourner’s Kaddish was recited at this
Friday evening’s service at Congregation Berith Sholom in Troy -- a service that was
filled with music and positive spirit.
Peter's life and impact on me reminded me of a reading, written by Rabbi Samuel N.
Gordon and presented by Rabbi Kerry M. Olitzky in Grief in Our Seasons: A
Mourner’s Kaddish Companion (Jewish Lights Publishing, 1997): "It is fitting to recall
those who have most profoundly shaped us. They sit at our side. Their spirit is felt in
our homes. They will always merit a place at our tables, for they have earned a place
in our hearts. May we continue to be blessed with the gift of memory, and may we
strive to live our lives in fulfillment of the noblest values and most sacred visions of
those who have loved us and those whom we have loved.”
Peter shared his "noblest values" and "sacred visions" in such an endearing and
inspiring manner with so many friends, students and colleagues that he most
certainly has earned a place at many "tables" and in many "hearts" beyond those of
his immediate family.
Leo S. Levy

Leo S. Levy - January 23, 2016 at 12:54 AM

“

“

Thank you Leo. So beautiful.
elyn - January 23, 2016 at 10:08 PM

I thought the world of Peter. I worked closely with him as he helped people find
valuable work by creating democratically run employee owned businesses. He was
always kind and had a gift for making people feel welcome. He believed in their worth
and was always a fountain of encouragement. He was a great help and mentor to
me. And I always thought that Elyn and Peter had (and have) a beautiful love story. I
hope she and his family and friends can find peace.

mark emanatian - January 22, 2016 at 02:16 PM

“

thank you Mark for taking time to comment and highlighting this wonderful aspect of Peter-believing in and encouraging others without judgments and assumptions. And, for honoring
our love. Peace and blessings to you.
Elyn - January 24, 2016 at 04:39 PM

“

Although I didn't personally know Peter except through Jason, So very sorry for your
great loss. Heaven needed another Angel. Healing hugs......Sincerely. Sherri Parla

Sherri Parla - January 22, 2016 at 08:01 AM

“

“

Sherri, Thank you for taking the care to reach out and send hugs. You are a special person.
elyn - January 23, 2016 at 07:09 AM

The Beatles:
https://www.facebook.com/redactorespublicitarios/videos/1197580383601953/?
theater

Elyn - January 22, 2016 at 06:14 AM

“

We loved Peter and we love you.
Peace be with you,
Aviv and Donna
Aviv Goldsmith - January 29, 2016 at 09:20 AM

